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In cases where the libel is contained in a paper or
book, there is sometimes difficulty in proving publica-
tion at law, and in discovering the names and addresses,
of the persons responsible for such publication. To meet
this difficulty the legislature has passed several statutes.
By 2 & 3 Viet. c. 12, s. 2, every paper or book which is
meant to be published or dispersed must bear on it the
name and address of the printer; and by 39 Geo. 3, c. 79,
s. 29, the printer must for six calendar months carefully
preserve at least one copy of each paper printed by him,
and write thereon the name and address of the person
who employed and paid him to print it, and show the
same to any justice of the peace who, within such six
calendar months, shall require to see the same.

As a rule, rather than be made the defendant in an
action for libel, the printer will readily disclose the name
of his employer. If, however, he declines to do so, the
plaintiff can usually secure the services of a justice of the
peace for the purpose of making the necessary demand.
If such demand is not complied with, the penalty can be
recovered in a summary manner, in accordance with the
provisions of 39 Geo. 3, c. 79, ss. 34, 36, and 9 & 10 Viet.
<j. 33, s. 1 (a).

Where the libel has been published in a newspaper,
difficulty is often met with in attempting to ascertain
the author of the libel, for an editor will not, as a rule,
give this information, nor is he bound to do so. To
quote the words of Baron Martin, in Harle v. Catherall
and others (6): " When a man went to an editor to ask
for the name of an anonymous correspondent, no blame
attached to the editor for refusing to give the name.
Indeed, an editor would be almost mad to do so. I should
blame no editor for so refusing."

The plaintiff, therefore, generally has to satisfy himself
with suing the proprietor and editor, who usually procure
an indemnity from the author. The proprietor's name

(a) Set out in Appendix B., pp. 243, 254-255, infra.
(6) (1866), 14 L. T. at p. 802.